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A LETTER FROM JOHN TONER
Vice President, Industry Collaboration, United Fresh Produce Association and CFBN
Member
It's an exciting time in the food & beverage industry, especially in
Chicagoland, which boasts many large, multi-national companies as well
as a growing, vibrant start-up community. You can almost feel the
energy and innovation when you arrive in town, which is why it's the
perfect location for the inaugural SmartFood Expo & Conference which
will take place June 25-27, 2018 at Chicago’s McCormick Place and is
powered by United Fresh Produce Association, EnsembleIQ and
Progressive Grocer.
We at United Fresh Produce Association are proud that the Chicagoland
Food & Beverage Network is partnering with the SmartFood Expo & Conference to deliver an
exciting opportunity for next generation companies to raise their profile and reach key
wholesalers, retailers and foodservice executives. The Chicagoland Food & Beverage Network
will host “The Chicagoland Food & Beverage Start-Up Zone” on the SmartFood Expo floor to
promote food and beverage start-up companies across Chicagoland. The new SmartFood Expo
offers local start-ups and next-stage firms with a high-profile opportunity – at a very reasonable
price -- in a well-established trade show that already attracts many of the supermarket and
restaurant buyers that you want to reach. There's still a little time left to reserve your space, but
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contact Alan Reed (alan@chicagolandfood.org) ASAP!
This NEW food and beverage event will offer the following:
SmartFood conference sessions driven by retail, food industry and market experts
In depth Learning Center right on the show floor for further education and networking
10,000+ attendees from multiple wholesale, retail and foodservice channels, as well as
food industry leaders, venture capital firms and other investors
100's of complimentary exhibitors and sponsors from the fresh, healthy and better-for-you
food sector
National food media and bloggers looking for the next big thing in food.
The SmartFood Expo & Conference will be a fantastic addition to Chicagoland's great tradition of
trade shows and events, and will bring something unique to town.
I look forward to welcoming you there!

NETWORK NEWS
SCENIC ROADS' "THE TRUTH ABOUT TAKING A BRAND STAND AS PART OF CSR
May 21, 2018 by Scenic Roads
Our friend Jolean Olsen wrote an awesome blog featuring our
May CSR panel, "We’ve all heard that with great power comes
great responsibility. And for this reason, brands in the past
have been cautious about dabbling in social and political
issues, worried that it might hurt their brand. They haven’t all
considered it as part of their corporate social responsibility, or
CSR."
READ MORE
WHEN TRANSPARENCY IS NO LONGER A DIFFERENTIATOR
May 24, 2018 by Adi Menayang
"A lot of people think [CSR] is just for big companies--that
the smaller companies are under the radar, that they're not
being scrutinized," said Nancy Himmelfarb, principal of her
own firm NJH Sustainability Consulting, during a panel
discussion hosted by the Chicagoland Food and Beverage
Network last week.
READ MORE
MILLER LITE EXEC ANUP SHAH SEES ROOM FOR
GROWTH
May 29, 2018 by Greg Trotter
Last month, we were thrilled to have Miller Lite vice president Anup Shah speak
at our Innovation Breakfast. He recently did an interview with the Chicago
Tribune about the future of MillerCoors, highlighting information he shared at our
breakfast. "Fewer people are drinking American light beers than they used to,
but there’s some reason for hope at the MillerCoors headquarters on South
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Wacker Drive in Chicago."
READ MORE
Searchable Co-Packer Database NOW Available!
Launched as a Beta Test version, Members are exclusively invited to use our co-manufacturing
resource database. This database features Chicagoland area co-packers and manufacturers,
and new content is added regularly. Feel free to send us input and feedback and welcome
additional co-manufacturing resources. Contact Connie to submit information or comments.

WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBERS!
Our network continues to grow! We are excited to welcome Jel Sert, Clifton Larson
Allen, Pilotworks and Eli's Cheesecake to the CFBN, which includes over 60 corporate members
and almost 100 individual members (and counting). Thank you for being a part of the Network!

UPCOMING EVENTS
Remember to login! For all CFBN events membership entitles you to discounted registration.
GOOD FOOD FINANCING & INNOVATION CONFERENCE
June 19, 2018
8:30 A.M. - 5:00 P.M.
In its 8th year, FamilyFarmed's Good Food Financing & Innovation
Conference is the Midwest's premier event for thought leaders,
innovators, stakeholders and entrepreneurs to learn, connect,
cultivate ideas and drive innovation in Chicago's booming Good
Food landscape. Businesses in FamilyFarmed's network, which
includes the Good Food Accelerator, have generated over $50
million in financing.
REGISTER HERE
DINNER ON THE ROOF: A FARM-TO-TABLE EXPERIENCE
June 20, 2018
5:30 P.M. - 8:00 P.M.
Eating "local": it's more than a buzzword it's a new economy.
Consumers renewed interest in where their food comes from,
sustainability, as well as decreasing their carbon footprint, is
transforming food production and sales--from farm to table. What does
that really mean? How do we innovate and recreate systems and
businesses to aggregate, process, market and distribute agricultural
products to local customers? Join us for cocktails and dinner and learn
from Kathy Nyquist as she explains how to develop and sustain local
and regional food systems.
REGISTER HERE
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SMART FOOD EXPO
June 25-27, 2018
7:00 A.M. - 4:00 P.M.
In the competitive food and beverage industry, being smart
means catering to the ever-evolving needs of your customers—
foodservice operators, grocers, restaurateurs—and the needs of
their customers. Getting your products and innovations in front
of the right people. Staying on top of the trends that are shaping
the industry. Today’s trend: Better-for-you food and beverages—
choices that boost their wellness and build your brand. Better for
them and better for you. That’s the definition of smart.
REGISTER HERE
USING BIG DATA TO BUILD FOOD & BEVERAGE BRANDS
June 26, 2018
7:00 A.M. - 9:00 A.M.
In today's digital environment, data is everywhere. The key is not only
in gathering the information, but leveraging it such that it grows your
business. You not only have to compile the information, but skillfully
analyze the results, providing insight into customers, marketing and
more. Companies who are able to use data to inform their decisions
show a productivity rate 5-6% higher than their competitors. Come for
breakfast and learn from our panelists about how Big Data can help
your company grow.
REGISTER HERE

STAY IN THE KNOW! Our food & beverage industrywide events calendar is updated regularly.

CAREER BOARD
Check out new opportunities in the Chicagoland area!
Our members are always looking for talented candidates to fill positions within their
organizations. We're here to connect you to those wonderful opportunities. Check out these
latest postings from our members!

KITCHEN SUPERVISOR - PILOTWORKS
Greeting members and checking them into stations
Checking equipment in and out, as needed by members
Maintaining kitchen cleanliness; may include dish and equipment
cleaning and general facility cleaning like sweeping, mopping,
maintaining the restrooms and handling trash/recycling
Working to uphold health and safety regulations in accordance with local, state and
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federal law by following standard operating procedures and policies
Receiving product from external vendors on behalf of members
Maintaining cleanliness and organization in shared storage spaces
ACCESS FULL JOB POSTING HERE

PROGRAM LEAD HEALTH & WELLNESS - MARS
This role is member of the global R&D Program Management team
and serves as a business strategy partner to key R&D functional
teams on the ever present need to balance program delivery and
This role will bring consistency to the team through establishing
collaborative ways of working and applying situationally appropriate
tools (e.g. meeting notes templates, action trackers, timelines, charters, presentation
templates, meeting facilitation guides, reporting dashboards, stakeholder communication
documents, etc.).
The PMO role is focused on the pursuit of continuous improvement of project
management activities to maximize the team’s inputs/outputs to achieve our business
objectives faster.
A Program Lead plays a critical role to ensure that team tacit knowledge is made explicit
through the use of business tools for knowledge sharing (SharePoint, One Drive, One
Note, etc.) and fosters a team culture of knowledge sharing to maintain business
continuity in an environment of constant change.
ACCESS FULL JOB POSTING HERE

TECHNICIAN - JEL SERT
Repair and maintain production equipment while adhering to quality and safety
procedures/regulations in a fast paced work environment.
Troubleshoot and repair production equipment as needed.
Preform preventative maintenance.
Maintain a clean work environment at all times.
Adhere to quality and safety procedures/regulations.
Complete work assignments in a timely fashion with minimal directions.
Recommend process improvements ideas.
ACCESS FULL JOB POSTING HERE

INDUSTRY NEWS
THE 3PLs ROLE IN THE CHANGING FOOD RETAIL LANDSCAPE
In order to remain competitive and meet the demands of consumers, many food retailers are
joining forces with 3PLs to make their supply chain as efficient as possible. READ MORE »
AMAZON GO STORES ARE COMING TO CHICAGO
When the Amazon Go concept first opened, analysts rushed to weigh in on whether or not such
a concept could expand, and whether it was actually “the future of retail.” There were certainly
challenges for the new model READ MORE »
TACO BELL'S NEW FROSE BEVERAGE HITS CHICAGO
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There's a new drink in town for you to sip on this summer. Taco Bell is debuting a pretty pink
beverage to cool you down as the weather warms up, and now you can READ MORE »

THANK YOU
Thanks to our Founding Partners and Members.
Your support makes this organization and its
mission possible. Thank you for your investment
in growing the region’s food & beverage industry
and in making a better Chicagoland!

Initial Funding Provided By:

Founding Partners

Members

CONTACT
info@ChicagolandFood.org | 312-525-9653
chicagolandfood.org
OUR MISSION
To drive inclusive economic growth in Chicagoland by bringing together
the region’s food and beverage industry stakeholders to pursue
collaborative opportunities.
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