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Will, Kane County farmers host industry representatives
BY RYAN TRACY
FarmWeek

For more than a decade, Illinois
Farm Bureau has placed a priority on
engaging companies throughout the
food chain with events like the annual
Va lu e  Cha in  Tou r  a s  we l l  a s  t h e
Agribusiness Roundtable. 

One of  the most successful areas of
engagement has been asking IFB mem-
bers to host companies for farm tours.
On Oct. 18 and Oct. 22, farmers from
Will and Kane counties hosted groups
to further forge bonds within the indus-
try. 

Will County farmer Dave Kestel
hosted 17 members of  The Chicago
Food & Beverage Network Oct. 18.
The Chicago Food & Beverage Net-
work is a new organization looking to
leverage the power of  industr y in
Chicago to help further grow their
industry’s economy. Their membership
represents nearly every facet of  the val-
ue chain, from food processing to mar-
keting, food service and more. 

Kestel and his daughter, Frankie,
provided combine rides, shared stories
about the farm and different practices
they use and gave them a better under-
standing of  what farmers around Illi-
nois are doing. Lyndsey Ramsey, IFB’s
associate director of  natural and envi-
ronmental resources, shared informa-
tion about how IFB is engaged in water

quality, nutrient management, pollina-
tors and other conservation issues. 

On Oct. 22, Kane County Farm
Bureau President Joe White, his wife,
Bonnie, and their family hosted 20 rep-
resentatives from Ingredion. The global
ingredient company focuses on sweet-
eners, starches, nutrition ingredients
and biomaterials used in foods, bever-
ages, paper and pharmaceuticals. 

The visitors learned about White’s

family farm, took combine and tractor
rides, and heard about IFB’s conserva-
tion and nutrient management issues
from Lauren Lurkins, IFB director of
natural and environmental resources. 

Companies throughout the value
chain benefit from farm tours like
these, getting a firsthand look at and a
better understanding of  what Illinois
farmers do. Perhaps more importantly,
in a relaxed setting, companies get to

see where the food they are creating
comes from, who grows it and receive
answers to many of  their questions that
would otherwise remain unknown. 

In the end, bringing all sides of  the
industry together benefits everyone. A
special thanks goes to Will County
Farm Bureau Manager Mark Schnei-
dewind and Kane County Farm Bureau
Manager Steve Arnold for all their help
with the tours.

Above left, Will County farmer Dave Kestel, center, talks about harvest with members of The Chicago Food & Beverage Network.
Right, Kane County farmers Joe and Bonnie White share a “price is right” game on farm equipment with Ingredion employees. (Photos
by Ryan Tracy)

COMMUNICATING AG ISSUES

Western Illinois University (WIU) student Jordan Mielke, left, visits with Rep. Norine Hammond, R-Ma-
comb, and Schuyler County Farm Bureau Manager Kelly Westlake, along with fellow WIU students Brad
Westlake and Jake Foy. The students of WIU Ag Communications instructor Jana Knupp requested the
visit. Students talked with Hammond about the farm bill, trade, E15 and other ag issues. Westlake shared
information about Farm Bureau adopted classrooms and legislators, how members communicate with leg-
islators about ag issues and Ag in the Classroom programs. (Photo by Kyle Seys, WIU student)

Webinar planned on upcoming Illnois River lock and dam closures
audience. You may share the webinar information with those
who may be impacted throughout the lock and dam closures. 

BY KAITY SPANGLER 
Six lock and dam projects are scheduled for

the summer of  2020. During that time, the Illi-
nois River will be closed during the rehabilitation
of  the LaGrange, Peoria, Starved Rock, Mar-
seilles, Dresden Island and Brandon Road facili-
ties. 

The closure of  these systems will impact
barge movement of  commodities and inputs on
the Illinois River. 

The U.S Army Corps of  Engineers, Rock

Island District, will host an informational webi-
nar on the Illinois Waterway Consolidated Clo-
sure Nov. 5 from 2 to 3 p.m. 

The purpose of  the webinar is to share infor-
mation with individuals who will have the most
impact on the closure of  the lock system. 

To participate in the webinar, dial 877-848-
7030 and enter access code 9079541 and security
code 1111. 

It is the intent of  the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers to broadcast to the largest possible


